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Welcome to the Commissioner’s weekly horizon scanning brief:  
 

1. Legislation (Legislation, Home Office, APCC,  press comments, reports and campaigns 
relating to strategy, policy and programmes) 

2. Strategic policing and crime news (relevant crime and criminal justice information  
and partners’ policy/reports/campaigns) 

3. 
 

Developments and reports (covering research across political, economic, social, 
technological, environmental and organisations) 

4. 
5. 

Consultations  (police and crime bulletins, research, consultations and press releases)  
Reviews and Inspections (covering various reviews, inspections and audits across 
policing) 
 
Contact Officer: Karen.sleigh@nottinghamshire.pnn.police.uk 
 

 

1. Legislation 
 
Historic law to end Modern Slavery passed 
A landmark Bill to help eradicate modern slavery received Royal Assent. The Modern 
Slavery Act 2015 is the first of its kind in Europe, and one of the first in the world, to 
specifically address slavery and trafficking in the 21st century. 
 

Revised guidance issued under section 182 of Licensing Act 2003 
This revised guidance issued under s 182 comes into force from 26 March 2015.  
 
The Counter-Terrorism and Security Act 2015 (Risk of Being Drawn into Terrorism) 
(Amendment and Guidance) Regulations 2015 
 
Circular 010/2015: changes to the management of limited duties: Police (Amendment) 
Regulations 2015 (SI 2015/455) and supporting determinations 
This circular draws attention to the contents of the Police (Amendment) Regulations 2015 (SI 
2015/455) which will come into force on 1 April 2015. 
 

Circular 008/2015: Serious Crime Act 2015 
The 2015 Act gives effect to a number of legislative proposals set out in the Serious and 
Organised Crime Strategy published in October 2013. 
 
Updated: Serious Crime Bill: overarching documents 
These documents are part of the Serious Crime Bill. 
 
Serious Crime Bill: Proceeds of crime 
These documents form the 'proceeds of crime' section of the Serious Crime Bill. 
 
Serious Crime Bill: Computer misuse 
These documents form the computer misuse section of the Serious Crime Bill. 

mailto:Karen.sleigh@nottinghamshire.pnn.police.uk
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/historic-law-to-end-modern-slavery-passed
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/explanatory-memorandum-revised-guidance-issued-under-s-182-of-licensing-act-2003
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2015/928/pdfs/uksi_20150928_en.pdf
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2015/928/pdfs/uksi_20150928_en.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/circular-0102015-changes-to-the-management-of-limited-duties-police-amendment-regulations-2015-si-2015455-and-supporting-determinations
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/circular-0102015-changes-to-the-management-of-limited-duties-police-amendment-regulations-2015-si-2015455-and-supporting-determinations
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/circular-0082015-serious-crime-act-2015
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/serious-crime-bill-overarching-documents
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/serious-crime-bill-proceeds-of-crime
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/serious-crime-bill-computer-misuse
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Counter-Terrorism and Security Act 2015 (Risk of Being Drawn into Terrorism) 
(Amendment and Guidance) Regulations 2015 
 
Anti-social behaviour civil injunction power comes into effect 
The new civil injunction power came into force on 23 March and replaces the anti-social 
behaviour order on application. It is available to the police, local authorities, social landlords 
and others to help tackle anti-social behaviour early on.  
 
Home Office takes further action against new psychoactive substances 
As part of the Home Office’s action to respond to the challenges caused by new 
psychoactive substances (NPS), two groups of NPS were banned. The stimulant compound 
drug 4,4’-DMAR, and the synthetic opioid MT-45, have both been outlawed as Class A 
substances. 
 
Budget 2015: Finance Bill 2015 - Measures with immediate effect in March 

 Corporation tax loss refresh prevention 

 Entrepreneurs’ Relief, joint ventures and partnerships  

 Restricting Entrepreneur’s Relief on associated disposals 
 

Local Government Transparency Code published  
DCLG published the 2015 Local Government Transparency Code which is currently 
recommended practice. However, the 2014 Code remains legally in force. The DCLG 
website states when regulations come into force making it a legal requirement for local 
authorities to publish the information specified in part 2 of the code 2015, the 2014 code will 
be revoked.  
 

Draft Riot Compensation Bill published  
On 12 March the Home Office published a draft Riot Compensation Bill. It seeks to 
modernise the way in which the public can claim compensation for loss caused by riots. 
 

Part 1 of the new Anti-Social Behaviour, Crime and Policing Act 2014 which relates to 
the new civil injunction power will now come into force on March 23rd 2015. 
 
New Drug Driving laws come into force  
From Monday 2nd March new laws come into effect which introduce a new offence of driving 
while over the generally prescribed limit of drugs such as morphine and methadone.  There 
will also be set limits for eight illegal drugs including heroin, cocaine, LSD and cannabis.  
 
New rules to crackdown on violent prisoners comes into force  
The publication of a joint national protocol on crime  committed in prison has set out clearly 
that when a serious assaults on prison staff, the perpetrators will be prosecuted unless there 
is a good reason why not. 
 
Bill on PCC recall 
 

Anti-Social Behaviour, Crime and Policing Act 2014  
 
Upcoming secondary legislation published 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/jt201415/jtselect/jtstatin/138/138.pdf
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/jt201415/jtselect/jtstatin/138/138.pdf
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2015/373/contents/made
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/crime-and-policing-news-update-march-2015/crime-and-policing-news-update-march-2015#revised-strategic-policing-requirement-designates-child-sexual-abuse-a-national-threat-for-police
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/circular-0032015-a-change-to-the-misuse-of-drugs-act-1971-control-of-mt-45-and-44-dmar
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/414103/Corporation_tax_loss_refresh_prevention.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/414104/Enterpreneurs__Relief__joint_ventures_and_partnerships.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/414105/Restricting_Entrepreneurs__Relief_on_associated_disposals.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/local-government-transparency-code-2015
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/home-office-publishes-draft-riot-compensation-bill
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2015/373
http://www.gov.uk/drug-driving-law
http://www.cgconsultancy.exvn.com/page.cfm?article=0xc9bb53302559c3b91f3b95c1066aa934.6.118366
http://www.essex.pcc.police.uk/2014/10/apcc-welcomes-debate-on-pcc-recall/
http://www.cgconsultancy.exvn.com/page.cfm?article=0xd74b47e8c66b8c0606975cf84746db37.2.111759
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/upcoming-secondary-legislation
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Civil news: new regulations for funding of judicial review cases 
The Civil Legal Aid (Remuneration) (Amendment) Regulations 2015 set out changes to 
payment for judicial review cases. 
 
Eric Pickles welcomes council prayers law 
The Local Government Secretary has welcomed the passing of a new law to ensure all 
councils have the right to hold prayers at the start of their meetings. The Local Government 
(Religious Observances) Act received Royal Assent from the Queen on Thursday (27 March 
2015) after clearing its final stages in Parliament this week.  
 
 
2. Strategic policing and crime news 
 
Police and crime commissioners and civil society policy paper 
This report explores some of the ways that civil society organisations and police and crime 
commissioners (PCCs) work together. It provides examples to illustrate positive working 
relationships between PCCs and civil society. It has been compiled through a partnership of 
the Cabinet Office, Home Office and the Association of Police and Crime Commissioners 
(APCC). 
 
Commission to support Police with new Stop and Search training 
The Equality and Human Rights Commission is working with the College of Policing (COP) to 
develop a new stop and search training programme for officers. The announcement comes 
as Her Majesty’s Inspectorate of Constabulary (HMIC) publish their latest figures on stop and 
search, which  show that police forces have made disappointingly slow progress in improving 
their use of stop and search powers since 2013. 
 
HMIC inspection programme 2015/16 
This document sets out HMIC’s inspection programme and resources for the year ahead. 
 
CONTEST Annual Report Published 
A report setting out the progress made throughout 2014 to implement the Government's 
counter-terrorism strategy was published today by the Home Secretary. 
 
The serious and organised crime strategy: annual report for 2014 
In October 2013 the government published the serious and organised crime strategy, to 
coincide with the launch of the National Crime Agency (NCA). The government committed to 
providing an annual update on the progress made in implementing the strategy. This report 
covers the period from October 2013 to December 2014. 
 
Home Office rewards police innovation 
The Home Office has awarded millions of pounds to innovative, collaborative and cost-saving 
projects aimed at transforming policing. All 43 forces in England and Wales will benefit from a 

share of the £70 million Police Innovation Fund. This year the fund received 166 bids, of which 
71 were successful. Several of the projects will be funded over two years, allowing forces to 
implement schemes which will deliver long-term benefits.  
 
 
3. Developments and reports 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/civil-news-new-regulations-for-funding-of-judicial-review-cases
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2015/27/pdfs/ukpga_20150027_en.pdf
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2015/27/pdfs/ukpga_20150027_en.pdf
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2015/27/pdfs/ukpga_20150027_en.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/police-and-crime-commissioners-and-civil-society
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/commission-support-police-new-stop-and-search-training
http://www.justiceinspectorates.gov.uk/hmic/publication/hmic-inspection-programme-2015-16/
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/contest-annual-report-published--2
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/415754/soc_strategy_annual_report_for_2014_print.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/417628/2015_03_25_Successful_bids_to_the_201516_PIF_PRESS.pdf
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State Opening of Parliament to take place on 27 May 2015 
Parliament has been prorogued. The Prime Minister will ask Her Majesty to summon the new 
Parliament to meet on Monday 18 May. Parliament has been prorogued and will 
automatically dissolve on 30 March under the Fixed-term Parliaments Act. 
 

Serious and Organised Crime Local Profiles: Illustrative Profile 
Effective local partnerships is a key commitment of the Serious and Organised Crime 
Strategy. To support multi-agency working, police forces have been encouraged to develop 
their own Serious and Organised Crime Local Profiles. 
 
Revised Strategic Policing Requirement designates child sexual abuse a national 
threat for police 
On 3 March, the Home Secretary issued a new Strategic Policing Requirement (SPR) which 
was revised following a consultation with policing and other partners last year. The SPR is a 
statutory document which sets out the national threats that forces must address and outlines 
the capabilities they need to build to counter those threats, particularly by working together 
across boundaries. The revised SPR designates child sexual abuse (CSA) as a national 
threat. 
 
Updated “This is Abuse” campaign resources published 
The “This is Abuse” campaign aims to prevent teenagers from becoming victims and 
perpetrators of abusive relationships. To support professionals facilitate discussions with 
young people on relationship abuse and consent, a “This is Abuse” discussion guide was 
published in 2013. Following feedback from partners, the guide has been updated and now 
includes sections on ‘girls and gangs’ and ‘sexting’ (sending sexually explicit messages or 
images by mobile phone). The guide also provides further information for facilitators on 
pornography as well as information on the issue of abuse within LGB&T relationships. The 
Personal, Social, Health and Economic education professionals association has 
disseminated the guide to teachers but it will also useful for other professionals who work 
with young people. 
 
Individuals at risk of being drawn into serious and organised crime – a Prevent guide 
This guidance supports local partners to understand pathways into serious and organised 
crime and put in place interventions for at-risk individuals.  
 
Nottinghamshire PCCs ‘The Beat’ Newsletter 
 
Crime Statistics, Focus on Public Perceptions of Crime and the Police, and the 
Personal Well-being of Victims, 2013 to 2014 

 The proportion of adults who gave the local police a positive rating (said they did a 
good or excellent job) was 63% in 2013/14. This represents a small increase from 
2012/13 (61%) and is similar to 2011/12 (62%). While not directly comparable, prior to 
this, the proportion of adults who gave the local police a positive rating increased from 
47% in 2003/04 to 59% in 2010/11 

 The proportion of adults who reported seeing police officers or police community 
support officers (PCSOs) on foot patrol, in their local area, about once a week or more 
(high police visibility) was 32% in 2013/14.  This continues the downward trend seen 
since 2010/11 when the reported level of high police visibility was at its peak (39%). 
Prior to 2010/11, the proportion of adults reporting high visibility rose from 26% in 
2006/07 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/state-opening-of-parliament-to-take-place-on-27-may-2015
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2011/14/contents/enacted
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/crime-and-policing-news-update-march-2015/crime-and-policing-news-update-march-2015#serious-and-organised-crime-illustrative-local-profile-launched
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/crime-and-policing-news-update-march-2015/crime-and-policing-news-update-march-2015#revised-strategic-policing-requirement-designates-child-sexual-abuse-a-national-threat-for-police
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/crime-and-policing-news-update-march-2015/crime-and-policing-news-update-march-2015#revised-strategic-policing-requirement-designates-child-sexual-abuse-a-national-threat-for-police
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/strategic-policing-requirement
http://www.thisisabuse.direct.gov.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/individuals-at-risk-of-being-drawn-into-serious-and-organised-crime-a-prevent-guide
http://www.nottinghamshire.pcc.police.uk/Document-Library/Public-Information/Newsletters-and-Publications/The-Beat-March-2015.pdf
http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/rel/crime-stats/crime-statistics/focus-on-public-perceptions-of-crime-and-the-police--and-the-personal-well-being-of-victims--2013-to-2014/index.html
http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/rel/crime-stats/crime-statistics/focus-on-public-perceptions-of-crime-and-the-police--and-the-personal-well-being-of-victims--2013-to-2014/index.html
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 There were 19% of adults who thought it was either “very” or “fairly likely” that they 
would be a victim of crime within the next 12 months 

 In line with previous surveys, those who had been a victim of crime in the last year 
were more likely to: consider both local and national crime rates to have risen over the 
last few years; have a high level of worry about crime; and to think it likely they would 
suffer victimisation in the year ahead, than non-victims 

 Those who were victims of crime in the previous 12 months reported significantly 
lower personal well-being than non-victims for measures relating to “life satisfaction”, 
“life worthwhile”, and “happiness yesterday”. There was no significant difference for 
“anxious yesterday” 

 
Chair of the Law Commission and re-appointment of Law Commissioner 
Appointment announced of a new Chairman of the Law Commission and the re-appointment 
of Professor David Omerod as a Law Commissioner. 
 

Home Secretary announces time limits for police bail 
The Home Secretary today announced a package of reforms to the police use of pre-charge 
bail, including setting a limit that pre-charge bail will not last longer than 28 days, with 
extensions permissible only under specific circumstances, and court oversight for any 
extension beyond 3 months.  
 
Unauthorised encampments 
A joint ministerial letter to council leaders, police and crime commissioners and police chief 
constables about unauthorised encampments. 
 

Speech by Home Secretary Theresa May - A Stronger Britain, Built on our Values: A 
New Partnership to Defeat Extremism 
 
Urgent action needed to stop international terrorists preying on young British citizens 
say MPs 
The Home Affairs Committee of the House of Commons has today published its final report, 
entitled Counter-terrorism: Foreign fighters, covering preventing radicalisation and 
Preventing individuals from travelling abroad. 
 
Predators could be stopped from grooming with new banning order, councils say 
Predatory men suspected of grooming children for sex could be stopped immediately if a 
new type of banning order was introduced by the new government, local government leaders 
say. The Local Government Association (LGA) is calling for a new banning order to allow 
councils to intervene if there are suspicions about grooming. 
 
College of Policing’s ‘Leadership Review: Interim Report’. 
This report contains the interim findings of the Leadership Review and over the next few 
months the College will work with stakeholders to gain feedback on the implementation of the 
recommendations, before a full report is published in June.  
 
Cyber security insurance: new steps to make UK world centre 
A new report has been published on the joint initiatives between government and the 
insurance sector to tackle cyber risk. 
 
Civil service 'Digital Friends' to help get the UK online 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/chair-of-the-law-commission-and-re-appointment-of-law-commissioner
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/pre-charge-bail-consultation-on-statutory-time-limits-and-related-changes
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/unauthorised-encampments
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/a-stronger-britain-built-on-our-values
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-affairs-committee/news/150326-ct-rpt-pubn/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-affairs-committee/news/150326-ct-rpt-pubn/
http://www.localgov.co.uk/Councils-call-for-grooming-bans-to-prevent-abuse/38400
http://www.college.police.uk/What-we-do/Development/Promotion/the-leadership-review/Documents/CoP_Leadership_Review_Interim_report.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/cyber-security-insurance-new-steps-to-make-uk-world-centre
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/civil-service-digital-friends-to-help-get-the-uk-online
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Launching the Cabinet Office and Government Digital Service ‘Digital Friends’ initiative, the 
Minister for the Cabinet Office, Francis Maude encouraged civil servants to teach their digital 
skills to friends, family, neighbours or colleagues who are offline. 
 
Understanding local cyber resilience: a guide for local government on cyber threats 
A short guide for local government on cyber threats and how to mitigate them. 
 
Britain still in the dark as charity renews call to make the most of daylight and make 
roads safer says BRAKE 
As the clocks spring forward this Sunday, politicians are being reminded that the way Britain 
sets its clocks is wasting hours of potentially productive daylight and creating unnecessary 
risk on our roads. Brake, the road safety charity, is calling on all political parties to commit to 
putting the clocks forward an hour year round, a move which would make the most of 
available daylight, and bring about lighter afternoons and evenings, and therefore safer 
streets, in the winter months.  
 
Prisons seeking National Autistic Society help to improve support for prisoners 
At the start of World Autism Week, which runs from 27 March 2015 to 2 April 2015, the 
Ministry of Justice (MOJ) has taken a significant step to improve the rehabilitation support for 
prisoners with autism. 
 
Poll indicates widespread concern among council leaders over future services 
Only one in 10 council chiefs are confident their local authority can protect frontline services 
in the face of ongoing austerity, a poll reveals. 
 
Open policy making toolkit: working with experts 
A selection of new tools and techniques to help policy makers find and work with experts.  
 
Shared Parental Leave 
From April 2015, parents will have greater choice in how they share time off work and care in 
the first year of their child’s life. The new rules also apply to adoption or surrogacy. Check 
your eligibility and how much pay you can get. Find out more about Shared Parental Leave if 
you’re an employer. 
 
Local government update 
Written ministerial statement by Kris Hopkins on actions by DCLG relating to local 
government 
 
LGA names winners of digital fund 
Council leaders have named the 27 local authorities awarded with £390,000 to develop 
technology and put more services online. 
 
Local government: delivering for England 
Written ministerial statement by Eric Pickles on actions put in place by DCLG since May 
2010 on local government. 
 
Scottish force launches 'If in doubt, keep them out' campaign 
Police Scotland has launched a new initiative to combat bogus callers and doorstep crime. 
Research shows councils providing poor telephone service 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/understanding-local-cyber-resilience-a-guide-for-local-government-on-cyber-threats
http://www.ifm.eng.cam.ac.uk/people/ewg/091022_dst.pdf
http://www.ifm.eng.cam.ac.uk/people/ewg/091022_dst.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/prisons-seeking-national-autistic-society-help-to-improve-support-for-prisoners
http://www.localgov.co.uk/Poll-indicates-widespread-concern-among-council-leaders-over-future-services/38413
https://www.gov.uk/open-policy-making-toolkit-working-with-experts
https://www.gov.uk/government/topical-events/shared-parental-leave
https://www.gov.uk/pay-leave-for-parents
https://www.gov.uk/pay-leave-for-parents
https://www.gov.uk/shared-parental-leave-and-pay-employer-guide
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/local-government-update--2
http://www.localgov.co.uk/LGA-names-winners-of-digital-fund/38373
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/local-government-delivering-for-england
https://www.policingtoday.co.uk/scottish-police-if-in-doubt-keep-them-out-campaign.aspx?utm_source=http%3a%2f%2fnews.pavpub.com%2folmgroup_prolz%2f&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Police+ebull250315&utm_term=New+Met+CSE+initiative+and+Multi-Agency+Safeguarding+training+guide&utm_content=118057&gator_td=LvWcpsn5FoctZxFxRcOdsmoLIVKS02CymmNJ9qOYJJqmKYF4Qi1VRn43gwKB506ZHkQSlUXMJTGoJ0%2fCkwZ1fFRJzLxPr5DTUGahLMAmN8T4L58TaK41Kmqg%2bpVNlDJZa%2fHARfnjSccUl0YajAeU2N%2fz7j1wRSa5gpruclHm17MSYJN4VOK21f0iHkFe5XgPB9foVWu3%2bjs2Xc0pTykEC7ikcn5h61ygoCB4g4g9vhrIN%2fISpSYlUcEsIlEBY01b
http://www.localgov.co.uk/Research-shows-councils-providing-poor-telephone-service/38372
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Councils are failing to provide a good customer service over the telephone, according to the 
results of a new survey. 
 
National Trust to help councils fund parks 
The National Trust is investigating how it could help councils fund maintenance for local 
parkland, in a bid to protect this ‘precious’ asset. A new plan from the country’s biggest 
landowner is understood to involve joint working with town halls to establish sustained 
financial support for public parks. 
 
Politicians should jettison current proposals and devolve power to local authorities 
says IEA report 
Recent proposals to balance the share of power across the UK are flawed. ‘English Votes for 
English Measures’, the creation of an English Parliament and other suggested reforms would 
see power split unequally whilst failing to decentralise fiscal responsibility. As such they 
would undermine the potential economic benefits of greater devolution. 
 
English devolution can help solve the NHS care and cash crisis 
Today Reform publishes Letting Go: How English devolution can help solve the NHS care 
and cash crisis. Authored by former Labour Health Minister Lord Warner, the paper explores 
the benefits of health and social care devolution in the context of recent plans to devolve 
control of Greater Manchester’s £6 billion health and social care budget. 
 
HM Inspectorate of Prisons publishes review of Release on Temporary Licence (ROTL) 
from prison failures 
Nick Hardwick, Chief Inspector of Prisons, has published a redacted version of his review of 
the very serious failures of three prisoners released on temporary licence from prisons in 
2013.  The review was submitted to the Secretary of State in January 2014. 
 
UK’s commitment to children’s rights doesn’t go far enough, says Human Rights 
Committee 
In a report published by the Joint Committee on Human Rights welcomes the progress made 
by the Government in recognising children’s rights in law and policy but says that more still 
needs to be done. 
 
Law cannot keep up with legal highs, says Pol Fed 
The Police Federation has welcomed a Welsh Assembly report calling for action to curb the 
rise in legal highs. 
 
UK leads global crackdown on illegal wildlife trade 
Britain will provide new funding to a global crackdown on the trade in rhino horn, elephant 
ivory and other illegal wildlife products. 
 
Schools facing ‘bleak’ funding squeeze 
Schools could face a spending squeeze as high as 12% over the next parliament, research 
from the Institute for Fiscal Studies (IFS) suggests. 
 
HMRC Grant Funding Programme for 2015 to 2016 
HMRC agrees to fund 13 projects to provide support to customers who need extra help. We 
announced that we had £2 million funding to allocate in 2015 to 2016 for voluntary and 

http://www.localgov.co.uk/National-Trust-to-help-councils-fund-parks/38371
http://iea.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=708e119fa74cd33e6a28f949a&id=cd1587d534&e=0c7f77b824
http://iea.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=708e119fa74cd33e6a28f949a&id=cd1587d534&e=0c7f77b824
http://www.reform.uk/publication/letting-go-how-english-devolution-can-help-solve-the-nhs-care-and-cash-crisis/
http://reform.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=41d28ea8f95de08278cdf0eb3&id=f74f5956af&e=b75fd30e35
http://reform.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=41d28ea8f95de08278cdf0eb3&id=f74f5956af&e=b75fd30e35
https://www.justiceinspectorates.gov.uk/hmiprisons/media/press-releases/2015/03/review-published-of-release-on-temporary-licence-from-prison-failures/
https://www.justiceinspectorates.gov.uk/hmiprisons/media/press-releases/2015/03/review-published-of-release-on-temporary-licence-from-prison-failures/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/joint-select/human-rights-committee/news/childrens-rights-report/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/joint-select/human-rights-committee/news/childrens-rights-report/
https://www.policingtoday.co.uk/law-legal-highs-pol-fed.aspx
http://www.assembly.wales/laid%20documents/cr-ld10147%20-%20report%20by%20the%20health%20and%20social%20care%20committee%20on%20the%20inquiry%20into%20new%20psychoactive%20substances/cr-ld10147-e.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-leads-global-crackdown-on-illegal-wildlife-trade
http://www.localgov.co.uk/Schools-facing-bleak-funding-squeeze/38407
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/hmrc-grant-funding-programme-for-2015-to-2016
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community sector (VCS) organisations to provide advice and support to customers who need 
extra help understanding and complying with their tax obligations. 
 
Study shows low-income families struggling with welfare reforms 
The Government’s welfare reforms have caused social housing tenants to run up debts or 
reduce spending on food, according to a new study. 
 
Councils face 13-year backlog to repair potholes 
Councils are ‘wasting’ the money they spend on filling potholes, as there has been no 
reduction in the amount it would cost to clear the backlog, according to an annual survey. 
 
Britain’s ‘unhealthiest’ high streets revealed 
A league table of Britain’s unhealthiest high streets has found towns in the North and 
Midlands are more likely to have businesses that harm public wellbeing. 
 
Government announces new commissioners to the independent Low Pay Commission 
Two new commissioners have been appointed to the Low Pay Commission, Business 
Minister Jo Swinson announced. 
 
Public sector workers feel undervalued and underpaid 
Public sector employees feel undervalued and think their pay does not match their 
performance, according to a new study. The poll of 1,200 public and private sector workers, 
commissioned by civil service and public sector membership group CSMA Club, found that 
69% of those in the public sector feel less valued by society than 10 years ago – more than 
double the proportion of those in the private sector (34%). 
 
Government Digital Service to start working with councils on local services 
The Government Digital Service (GDS) will expand its remit and start working with councils 
to develop local digital services. The plans, outlined in the chancellor’s Budget 
documentation, mark a massive expansion of the GDS, which had previously focused only 
on central government departments. 
 
600,000 fewer workless households since 2010: Workless households now lowest in a 
decade 
The number of households where no one works has fallen by more than 600,000 since 2010, 
bringing the level to the lowest in a decade, new independent figures released by the Office 
for National Statistics. 
 
Supreme Court ruling could affect councils housing people far afield 
The Supreme Court has overturned a decision by Westminster City Council to house a 
resident out of the borough, in a ruling likely to have wide implications for local authorities. 
The court unanimously upheld an appeal from Titina Nzolameso, a single mother who had 
lived in the Westminster for four years in a four bedroom home, relying on housing benefit to 
pay her rent. Following the reduction of her housing benefit in 2012, she could no longer 
afford to live there and she and her five children became homeless. 
 
Department for Education  
NEET data by local authority 2014. 
 

http://www.localgov.co.uk/Study-shows-low-income-families-struggling-with-welfare-reforms/38402
http://www.localgov.co.uk/Councils-face-13-year-backlog-to-repair-potholes/38405
http://www.localgov.co.uk/Britains-unhealthiest-high-streets-revealed/38404
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/government-announces-new-commissioners-to-the-independent-low-pay-commission
http://www.publicsectorexecutive.com/Workforce-pensions-and-training/public-sector-workers-feel-undervalued-and-underpaid
http://www.publicsectorexecutive.com/Public-Sector-News/government-digital-service-to-start-working-with-councils-on-local-services
http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/rel/lmac/working-and-workless-households/4th-quarter-2004-to-2014/index.html
http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/rel/lmac/working-and-workless-households/4th-quarter-2004-to-2014/index.html
http://www.publicsectorexecutive.com/Public-Sector-News/supreme-court-ruling-has-implications-for-councils-housing-people-far-afield?utm_source=Public+Sector+Executive&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=5491399_PSE+Newsletter+March+Week+4&dm_i=IJU,39P6V,8Z1BIT,BP94R,1
http://www.cgconsultancy.exvn.com/page.cfm?article=0x37d7cde0b1c702e9cadf1e3c04c82acd.7.119696


 

 

Weekly e Briefing:  27 March 2015  

9 

Department for Education 
Future in mind: Promoting, protecting and improving our children and young people's mental 
health and wellbeing. 
 
Joseph Rowntree Foundation  
Landscapes of Helping: Kindliness in neighbourhoods and communities. 
 
Public Health England  
Promoting children and young people's emotional health and wellbeing: a whole school and 
college approach. 
 
Justice Select Committee 
Prisons: planning and policies.  
 
Justice Select Committee 
Work of the Justice Committee in the 2010-2015 Parliament.  
 
Warning that social care will swallow council tax revenue by 2020 
Council chiefs are warning that more than half the revenue raised from council tax will soon 
be spent on social care services putting other services at risk. New analysis from the Local 
Government Association (LGA) shows that for every £1 of council tax collected by councils in 
2019/20, 60p will be sent on care. By contrast, 1p for every £1 will be spent on street 
cleaning and flood defences, with less than 5p spent on funding libraries, parks and leisure 
centres. 
 
Research and analysis update on THINK! drink driving 
The THINK! strategy for drink driving is to remind all drivers of the personal consequences of 
drink driving and that a drink driving conviction can ruin your life. This document provides 
details of THINK! drink driving campaign activity, messages and results. 
 
Workforce management information, 2015 
Data showing the number of staff employed at different grades in the Home Office, our 
agencies and executive non-departmental public bodies. 
 
Business Improvement Districts: technical guide for local authorities 
The Department for Communities and Local Government has published a guide on the core 
roles and responsibilities a local authority is required to undertake in relation to Business 
Improvement Districts.  
 
Apprenticeships and traineeships move from strength to strength 
New figures show that the number of people taking part in apprenticeships and traineeships 
is on the increase. 
 
Launch of the Humanitarian Leadership Academy 
Department For International Development, Save the Children and KPMG are launching the 
Humanitarian Leadership Academy. 
 
Public would support council tax increase to protect services, poll reveals 
The majority of people believe local authorities or voluntary groups are best placed to deliver 
public services rather than profit making companies, according to a new poll. The survey, 

http://www.cgconsultancy.exvn.com/page.cfm?article=0x37d7cde0b1c702e9cadf1e3c04c82acd.8.119696
http://www.cgconsultancy.exvn.com/page.cfm?article=0x37d7cde0b1c702e9cadf1e3c04c82acd.9.119696
http://www.cgconsultancy.exvn.com/page.cfm?article=0x37d7cde0b1c702e9cadf1e3c04c82acd.10.119696
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmselect/cmjust/309/309.pdf
http://www.cgconsultancy.exvn.com/page.cfm?article=0x37d7cde0b1c702e9cadf1e3c04c82acd.15.119696
http://www.localgov.co.uk/Warning-that-social-care-will-swallow-council-tax-revenue-by-2020/38386
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/think-drink-driving/think-drink-driving
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/workforce-management-information-2015
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/415990/BIDs_Technical_Guidance.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/apprenticeships-and-traineeships-move-from-strength-to-strength
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/launch-of-the-humanitarian-leadership-academy
http://www.localgov.co.uk/Public-would-support-council-tax-increase-to-protect-services-poll-reveals/38385
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conducted by Locality, revealed that 78% of people do not want private companies to run 
public services. Instead, 71% said they would support councils and communities playing a 
key role in commissioning and delivering local services. 
 
MPs call for review into use of benefit sanctions 
An independent review into the use of benefit sanctions is required, particularly to establish if 
targets for sanctions exist, according to a committee of MPs. The Work and Pensions 
Committee is calling for the review to ensure sanctions are being applied ‘appropriately, fairly 
and proportionately’. The report comes in the wake of new evidence which raises concerns 
about how sanctions are being applied by Jobcentres. 
 
Councils predict 2015 will be a year of transformation 
Council bosses believe that while 2015 will be a year of deeper cuts, it will also mark the start 
of a step-change in the way they deliver services, according to new research. 
 
Operational guidance to local authorities: parking policy and enforcement 
Parking control operational guidance for local councils which:  

 sets out the government policy framework by which we believe local councils should 
be setting their parking policies  

 tells local councils of changes resulting from the introduction of the Traffic 
Management Act 2004  

 advises enforcement authorities of the procedures to follow with regard to enforcing 
parking restrictions  

 
North 'dominates' list of most desirable places to live 
Northern England locations have 'dominated' a list of the nation’s most desirable places to 
live thanks to their balance of work-life benefits. 
 
UK’s first hedgehog conservation zone set for Midlands 
A location has been revealed for Britain’s first dedicated hedgehog conservation site as part 
of efforts to boost the creature’s dwindling population. Residents and businesses in Solihull 
will be called on to create a network of hedgehog friendly gardens extending out from a 90-
hectare reserve. 
 
Government to increase pay transparency 
Business Secretary Vince Cable today announced plans to launch an online tool that will 
make it easier to find out how much people are paid in different occupations, sectors and 
regions across the UK. The aim is that the increased transparency will see the wages of 
people on low pay increase.  
 
 
4. Consultations 
 
Modern slavery and supply chains  
      Open date: 12/02/2015  
      Close date: 07/05/2015 
 
Strengthening rights for people with learning disabilities 
Consultation to seek the views to strengthen rights of people with learning disabilities, autism 
and mental health issues to enable them to live independently. Closes on the 29 May 2015. 

http://www.localgov.co.uk/MPs-call-for-review-into-use-of-benefit-sanctions/38384
http://www.localgov.co.uk/Councils-predict-2015-will-be-a-year-of-transformation/38381
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/416617/operational-guidance.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/traffic-management-act-2004-overview#traffic-management-act-2004
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/traffic-management-act-2004-overview#traffic-management-act-2004
http://www.localgov.co.uk/North-dominates-list-of-most-desirable-places-to-live/38383
http://www.localgov.co.uk/UKs-first-hedgehog-conservation-zone-set-for-Midlands/38338
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/government-to-increase-pay-transparency
http://www.parliamenttoday.com/members/displaycontact.html?id=2082
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/modern-slavery-and-supply-chains
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/strengthening-rights-for-people-with-learning-disabilities
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Interim Report of the Review of the Implementation of the Welfare of Animals Act (NI) 
2011  
      Open date: 26/02/2015  
      Close date: 26/04/2015 
 
Drug misuse prevention  
NICE are seeking views on their draft scope for drug misuse prevention.  The consultation is 
open until 1st April 2015. 
 
Written statement on Motorcycle compulsory basic training consultation 
A public consultation on proposals to strengthen the structure and delivery of the course. In 

2013, motorcyclists accounted for 22% of all road user deaths despite representing only 1% of 
vehicle traffic; 19% of all reported motorcycle casualties involved young riders aged 19 and under.  
 
New: Consultation on proposed changes to PACE Code E which concerns the audio recording 
of interviews with suspects 
Opened on the 24 March, closes on the 5 May. 
 
Nice Domestic Violence Quality Standard Upcoming Consultation 
Nice are seeking views and comments on the draft guidance and guidelines for Domestic Violent 
from the Quality standards programme. The Consultation will run from 11 May to 9 June. 
 
Ashfield Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report 
The Council has undertaken a Review of the Ashfield Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report.  The 
Review is out for consultation over the period 16th March to 30th April 2015. 

 
5. Reviews and Inspections 

 
 
IPCC: Met CSE evidence-suppression investigation will be robust 
The Independent Police Complaints Commission has announced an investigation into 
possible corruption at the Met, following allegations of the suppression of evidence relating to 
alleged historic child sex offences. 
 
Stop and Search inspection report: “Police Stops and Public Encounters” 
In the 2013 report Stop and Search Powers: Are the police using them effectively and fairly, 
HMIC made ten recommendations and made a commitment to revisit the subject in 18 
months to assess progress against those recommendation.  
 
CJJI Criminal Justice Joint Inspection 
The plan (attached) sets out the proposed joint inspection programme for the coming year 
with details of the lead inspectorate for each proposed work stream and which other 
inspectorates will be involved.  
 
Honour based violence  
During 2015, HMIC will carry out an inspection of the police response to so-called honour-
based violence. This will be the first independent scrutiny by inspectorates. 
 
Sentencing Council tackles dangerous dogs 
The Sentencing Council has published proposals for how courts should sentence people 

http://www.dojni.gov.uk/index/public-consultations/current-consultations/interim-report-of-the-review-of-the-implementation-of-the-welfare-of-animals-act-ni-2011.htm
http://www.dojni.gov.uk/index/public-consultations/current-consultations/interim-report-of-the-review-of-the-implementation-of-the-welfare-of-animals-act-ni-2011.htm
http://www.cgconsultancy.exvn.com/page.cfm?article=0x5c5bb223723afb25bb2a809fa361a1ac.4.118767
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/modernising-compulsory-basic-training-courses-for-motorcyclists
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/consultation-on-proposed-changes-to-pace-code-e-which-concerns-the-audio-recording-of-interviews-with-suspects
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/consultation-on-proposed-changes-to-pace-code-e-which-concerns-the-audio-recording-of-interviews-with-suspects
http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/indevelopment/gid-qsd106
mailto:n.oxby@ashfield-dc.gov.uk
https://www.policingtoday.co.uk/ipcc-met-cse-evidence-suppression-robust.aspx
http://www.justiceinspectorates.gov.uk/hmic/publication/stop-and-search-powers-20130709/
http://www.cgconsultancy.exvn.com/page.cfm?article=0x37d7cde0b1c702e9cadf1e3c04c82acd.4.119696
http://www.cgconsultancy.exvn.com/page.cfm?article=0x37d7cde0b1c702e9cadf1e3c04c82acd.5.119696
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convicted of dangerous dog offences.  The consultation is open until 9th June 2015.  
 
HM Inspectorate of Probation & HM Inspectorate of Prisons report - offenders with 
learning disabilities not getting the help they need in prison 
Prison and probation staff were failing to identify people with learning disabilities, meaning 
opportunities to help those offenders were missed, according to independent inspectors. 
Today they published the second report of a joint inspection into people with learning 
disabilities within the criminal justice system. 
 
 


