The Nottinghamshire Police and Crime Needs Assessment (PCNA) 2015 has been
developed in collaboration with local partner agencies. The assessment aims to
highlight the main issues, risks and threats that are likely to impact upon the crime
and community safety environment between 2016 and 2019.
Key risks and interdependencies set out in the assessment will be used to inform
planning and policy decisions between 2016 and 2019, including briefings for
prospective Police and Crime Commissioner candidates and the subsequent Police
and Crime Plan and commissioning process.

The PCNA brings together knowledge and information from a wide range of partner
agencies, primarily via the environmental and organisational assessments that those
agencies routinely produce.

Nottinghamshire has growing and diversifying population of around 1.12 million
which is expected to rise by a further 5.4% over the next 10 years – representing an
additional 60,400 people.
Mental health and housing demands have increased significantly over the previous
five years and are forecast to continue to do so.
Over 16,000 people are estimated to be in contact with mental health services
within the area.

Victimisation surveys indicate that the overall prevalence of crime and ASB continues
to fall across Nottinghamshire and is forecast to fall further over the next four years.
These reductions have continued despite changes in economic conditions and
reductions in the level of resources available to police, community safety and
criminal justice services – and the gap between Nottinghamshire and the England
and Wales average has reduced markedly.
The Crime Survey for England and Wales indicates that fraud and cyber-dependent
crime (pure cyber crime) could account for an further 69% of offences not previously
captured via the self reported victimisation survey. It is not currently possible to
determine trends in victimisation across these crime types.
Police recorded crime – and demand presenting to the police has not seen
equivalent reductions over this period.

The police recorded crime picture has been skewed by new crime classifications such
as malicious communications and stalking offences, changes in reporting levels,
changes in arrangements for recording crime and improvements in crime recording
compliance over the last year. This has rendered some recorded crime categories
incomparable to levels recorded prior to 2014, most notably in the areas of violent
crime and sexual violence.
Office for National Statistics (ONS) reported in July 2015:The Crime-recording: making the victim count report (HMIC) found that violence against the person
offences had the highest under-recording rates across police forces in England and Wales. Nationally,
an estimated 1 in 3 (33%) violent offences that should have been recorded as crimes were not. Action
taken by police forces to improve their compliance with the National Crime Recording Standard (NCRS)
is likely to have resulted in the increase in the number of offences recorded. ONS has also been
informed there has generally been little change in the volume of “calls for service” related to violent
crime in the year ending March 2015 compared with the previous year. This, along with the evidence
from the CSEW, suggests the rise in recorded violence against the person is largely due to process
improvements rather than a genuine rise in violent crime.

The level safeguarding issues and ‘hidden harm’ being presented to the police and
other agencies is increasing as a result improvements in risk management processes,
crime recording standards and long term increases in identified complex need. This
demand is often highly resource intensive and requires the involvement of many
different agencies.

Prevalence appears to be increasing across a number of areas. These include cyber
and cyber-enabled crime, damage and theft occurring in rural communities,
shoplifting, prevalence of New Psychoactive Substances (NPS) and the risks involved
with international terrorism and radicalisation.
Other key issues remain critical considerations on account of the threat, risk and
harm that they naturally present. This includes hidden harm, particularly in areas of
domestic and sexual offending and exploitation, serious and organised crime, Urban
Street Gangs, high impact crimes people and localities exhibiting the most complex
needs.

Risk of victimisation is highest in urban centres where it is compounded by
concentrated populations, social and economic deprivation and the prevalence of
drugs and alcohol. As the largest urban area within Nottinghamshire and a national
‘core city’, Nottingham accounts for around 42% of all recorded crime compared to
28% of the area’s resident population. Relative crime rates are however falling in
Nottingham as crime levels outside the city are steadily increasing. Night-time
economy hubs in the city centre and main town centres also have clearly defined
profiles of demand.
Nottinghamshire features higher than average levels of income deprivation,
unemployment, educational attainment, primary school absence and health related
needs. Relative deprivation has also increased over the last five years with the
proportion of the population living within the 10% most deprived areas nationally
increasing from around 25% to 33% since in 2010.

Nottinghamshire Police’s Strategic Threat Assessment for 2015 identified a number
of key threats as causing the greatest level of threat, risk and harm to local
communities.
Local engagement activity has demonstrated that the priorities and expectations of
local people have remained relatively unchanged over recent years, and generally
reflect national research and engagement findings.

Although levels of complex and resource intensive demand presenting to crime and
community safety agencies is increasing, the central government funding available to
meet demand is not. Agencies will be required to fundamentally review their
delivery structures, priorities and levels service over the coming years to ensure that
they remain both effective and sustainable.
Personally targeted cyber-enabled crimes such as harassment, abuse and on-line
exploitation represent one of the fastest growing areas of identified vulnerability.
The challenge and implications of meeting future demand will need to form the basis
of extensive public, partner and stakeholder engagement over the coming year while
local, regional and national approaches to collaboration, strategic alliance and
devolution continue to be explored.

